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What’s happening with 
grassland birds?

Kelsey Molloy
The Nature Conservancy
Sept 21, 2023Photo by Andrew Dreelin
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Where are they?: Core Populations
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Breeding Bird Survey trends for 
four priority grassland species (1967-2013)

Grassland species are adapted to LARGE 
landscapes with DISTURBANCES
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Targeted Local Monitoring for Priority 
Grassland Birds

Why a “new” local effort?
- How do trends in local populations compare to the rest 

of the breeding range?

- What is the trend in abundance associated with 
habitat restoration, enhancement, management or 
protection projects?

Partners for Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Focus Areas in Eastern MT

What was missing?
- Local “neighborhood” scale

- Targeted on 5 priority species

- Grassland habitat, silty soils, 
flat topography

Birds and grasshoppers

• Grasshoppers are a key food for many grassland birds
• Birds have mixed impact on grasshopper populations
(e.g. Branson 2005, Fowler et al 1991)
• May select for larger hoppers

What can we do?

• Maintain habitat 

• Monitoring and research

• Candidate Conservation Agreement with 
Assurances

• Audubon Conservation Ranching Program 
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