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15 Native Herds
28 Reintroduced Herds

~6,500 BHS in Montana
~5,500 in herds managed by FWP
~4,800 in areas open to hunting

43 Bighorn Sheep herds in Montana
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40 Hunting Districts
31 Special Drawing Areas
5 Unlimited
9 Closed

256 Licenses
111 Either‐sex
16 Legal Ram
129 Ewe

Montana Bighorn Sheep Hunting in 2015
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Protocols for Transplanting Bighorn Sheep

1. Preference to historic habitat on 
public land.

2. Approve only where FWP has 
determined there is sufficient 
range.

3. Encourage naturally connected 
metapopulations.*

4. Consider only sites that are mostly 
public land and/or landowner‐
granted legal hunter access.

5. Consider public input including 
negative impacts to agriculture.

6. Use hunting and trapping to 
control herd sizes.

7. Approve only where public 
benefits outweigh public concerns.

8. Assume risk of transplant failure.

9. Evaluate consumptive and non‐
consumptive uses, including 
access.

10.Produce a management plan.

11.If bighorns establish in an 
unexpected area seek solutions to 
mitigate impacts on ranching.
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Protocols for Transplanting Bighorn Sheep

1. Preference to historic habitat on 
public land.

2. Approve only where FWP has 
determined there is sufficient 
range.

3. Encourage naturally connected 
metapopulations.*

4. Consider only sites that are mostly 
public land and/or landowner‐
granted legal hunter access.

5. Consider public input including 
negative impacts to agriculture.

6. Use hunting and trapping to 
control herd sizes.

7. Approve only where public 
benefits outweigh public concerns.

8. Assume risk of transplant failure.

9. Evaluate consumptive and non‐
consumptive uses, including 
access.

10.Produce a management plan.

11.If bighorns establish in an 
unexpected area seek solutions to 
mitigate impacts on ranching.

While connecting existing 
populations with new populations … 
is desirable to improve genetic flow, 
this should not occur if the potential 
for disease transmission exists 
because contact with domestic 
animals is a possibility…the 
protection of the integrity and 
health of existing populations and 
metapopulations has to be the first 
priority … as opposed to creating 
new metapopulations.

Montana Bighorn Sheep
Conservation Strategy, P. 42
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• 43 herds across Montana between 1979 and 2013
• 22 die offs

• Private land “Units” within buffered herd home range
• Weed control using domestic sheep or goats
• History of pneumonia in the herd or a neighboring herd
• High Density

Sells et al. 2014
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Coal - Arrow Cr

Arrow Cr
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Garrott ‐MSU

The goal of this research effort is to assess the role of herd attributes, annual variation in
climate, disease pathogens, and habitat conditions on bighorn sheep recruitment, adult survival
and population dynamics.

Larb Hills
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FWP Health Testing in Montana Herds


