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THE SIX-COUNTY REGION



Population: 4,192
Land area: 3,289,626ac
Pop/mi2: 0.82
Farmland: 2,066,540ac

Population: 7,640
Land area: 3,152,525ac
Pop/mi2: 1.55
Farmland: 1,634,642ac

Population: 11,442
Land area: 2,777,472ac
Pop/mi2: 2.64
Farmland: 1,961,057ac

Population: 1,309
Land area: 2,992,230ac
Pop/mi2: 0.28
Farmland: 2,190,715ac

Population: 1,694
Land area: 1,691,629ac
Pop/mi2: 0.64
Farmland: 1,371,908ac

Population: 485
Land area: 1,059,116.80 ac
Pop/mi2: 0.29
Farmland: 689,752ac



Agricultural lands:
-% pasture: 64.5
-% crops: 34.0
Sales:
- Crops: $58,401,000
- Livestock: $37,399,000
- Total: $95,800,000

Agricultural lands:
-% pasture: 49.8
-% crops: 48.2
Sales:
- Crops: $119,097,000
- Livestock: $32,367,000
- Total: $151,464,000

Agricultural lands:
-% pasture: 64.9
-% crops: 30.2
Sales:
- Crops: $71,745,000
- Livestock: $73,975,000
- Total: $145,720,000

Agricultural lands:
-% pasture: 81.7
-% crops: 17.6
Sales:
- Crops: $27,039,000
- Livestock: $45,889,000
- Total: $72,928,000

Agricultural lands:
-% pasture: 53.5
-% crops: 44.1
Sales:
- Crops: $77,755,000
- Livestock: $24,473,000
- Total: $102,228,000

Agricultural lands:
-% pasture: 76.1
-% crops: 22.9
Sales:
- Crops: $12,332,000
- Livestock: $19,272,000
- Total: $31,604,000



1934: 
Taylor 

Grazing 
Act 

1936: CMR 
“Game 
Range” 

Established

1933-1940: Construction of 
Fort Peck Dam

1969: UL 
Bend NWR 
Established

1976: CMR “Game 
range” becomes 
“National Wildlife 

Refuge”

1993: All 
mineral 

exploration 
within CMR NWR 

prohibited for 
20 years

2011: Record 
setting floods

1957-1968: Glasgow 
AFB active

1984: Petroleum 
County “Sodbuster” 
ordinance enacted 
(repealed in 2014).

1929-1941: The 
Great 
Depression.
1933-1940: The 
Dust Bowl.



1909: 
Enlarged 
Homestead 
Act.
1916: Stock-
raising 
Homestead 
Act.

1919: Oil 
discovered in the 
Cat Creek 
Anticline (Garfield 
and future 
Petroleum Co.)

1922: Peak oil 
prod.
1925: Petroleum 
Co. formed from 
Fergus Co.

1985: Conservation Reserve 
Program and Highly Erodible 
Lands Conservation (sodbuster) 
Program established by the 
Food Security Act of 1985 (U.S. 
Farm Bill). 

1986: Refuge 
Environmental 

Impact 
Statement 

(EIS) 
completed.

1991: EIS 
implemented.

1941-1945: US 
involvement in 

WWII.

1988-1989: North 
American drought. 

Costliest ($120 billion in 
2014$) natural disaster 

in US history before 
Hurricane Katrina.

1998: Pegasus 
Gold/Zortman Mining 

Inc. file for 
bankruptcy, Zortman-

Landusky Mines 
(Phillips County) close.

2012: Comprehensive 
Conservation Plan 

(CCP) and updated EIS 
completed.



I tried to break down the populations earlier than 
1930, but it was difficult due to all or parts of multiple 
counties being broken out of other counties at various 
times. For example, Dawson County contributed parts 
of modern Valley County in 1893, parts of Wibaux and 
Richland Counties in 1914, parts of Prairie County in 
1915, and parts of Garfield & McCone Counties in 
1919. Phillips county was part of Blaine county prior to 
the 1920 census, and both were part of Chouteau 
county prior to the 1910 census.



Comparison 
counties















Age Distribution by County 
(Produced with Headwaters Economics’ Economic Profile System)



Comparison
counties



Comparison 
counties





Trends in gross agricultural revenues (1969-2007)



Total gross revenues from agriculture by County (2007)





National Agriculture Statistics Service data: 
“Historically, livestock county estimates were 
established through a survey process…The new 
approach for setting livestock county estimates, 
termed raking, utilizes county level livestock 
information from the census of agriculture, 
administrative data and current year state-level 
Agricultural Statistics Board (ASB) inventory and 
production estimates.”





TOTAL AUM BY COUNTY (2008)



Fifty years of Westwide grazing on BLM and Forest Service Land 







Land Ownership Distribution by County
(Maps generated using Montana Cadastral, Charts generated from Montana Natural 

Heritage Program Land Management Summary Data)





Total Land Area (ac): 2,780,912

Local





Total Land Area (ac): 3,099,817

Local





Total Land Area (ac): 1,714,690 

Local

Reservation





Total Land Area (ac): 1,070,421 

Local





Total Land Area (ac): 3,333,226 

Local





Total Land Area (ac): 3,237,458 







NATURAL LANDSCAPES, SAGE GROUSE 
DISTRIBUTION, & CONSERVATION PRIORITY AREAS









Joe Smith on Landscape Intactness: “I used the LANDFIRE Existing 
Vegetation Type dataset and grouped all native vegetation classes 
into a single class (1) and called everything else a zero, then 
calculated a smoothed moving window mean. I used a Gaussian 
kernel with a standard deviation of 1.5 km to give higher "weight" to 
areas closer to the focal point, but this is basically showing the 
proportion of the area within about 2-2.5 miles of any given point that 
was in the natural vegetation class.”









CONVERSION RISK AND CURRENT CROPLAND







SONGBIRD DISTRIBUTION
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